ISSUE 255 July-September 2014

ETET\ P
THE FORMATION

SIGN N

JOURNAL OF THE MILITARY HERALDRY SOCIETY

AUGUST ‘14

When the Great War broke out on 4th August 1914 the
‘contemptibly small’ British Army consisted of just
733,00 men, a figure which would soon be dwarfed by
the 8,700,000 men and women from Britain and the

Empire who subsequently served. The most active and
~ well-remembered of the theatres of war was the Western
~ Front in France and Flanders where 5,400,000 served. A
further two million men served in Mesopotamia, Egypt
and Palestine fighting the Turks and 550,000 in
Macedonia and Italy.
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- When the war ended in November 1918, nearly one
, million servicemen had been killed in action or died of
- wounds, 565,000 of them in France and Flanders.

The war brought many new technical innovations to the
battlefield. The Vickers machine gun, adopted in 1912 as
a standard British Army weapon became so important a
weapon that a new British Army corps was created for it,
its Heavy Section separated in 1916 to form the Tank
Corps, its new weapon a further technical achievement.
- The Royal Flying Corps, two years old in 1914 expanded
to such an extent that by 1918 it had become a separate armed service.

New weapons saw soldiers learning new skills which were often recognised by skill-at-arms or trade badges.
Trench warfare saw the introduction of bombers and trench mortar gunners, extra fire power in trenches
provided from 1915 by experts with the American-designed Lewis machine gun, the badge adopted to mark
the latters’ skill, still worn today. The Royal Artillery, unable to fire by direct observation, recruited sound
rangers, observers and surveyors to assist their gunnery, with the observation work of the Royal Flying Corps
playing an important role.

The cloth badges issued to mark these new military skills were however few compared to the vast range of
other cloth items introduced to help identify the regiments and formations of a large army wearing a
standard uniform, especially once trench warfare saw service dress caps and their badges replaced by steel
helmets. The introduction of shoulder titles, formation signs and regimental flashes not only established a
 system that is still echoed in the dress of today s army but also lald the foundatiom for hobb :




